
 

 

 

 

 

MERRY CHRISTMAS AND A WONDERFUL 2026! 
As Christmas approaches, we take a moment to pause, smile, and reflect back on another incredible 
year caring for Namibia’s wildlife. We hope that 2025 was as rewarding for you as it was for us. 

Thanks to last year’s good rains, much of Namibia’s veld was in good, and in many areas excellent 
condition. We sincerely hope that the current rainy season continues, and everyone starts the New 
Year with full dams and green grazing lands! 

We would sincerely like to thank you all for your continued support and trust in our services. It is 
truly appreciated, and we look forward to being of assistance again in the year ahead. May you enjoy a 
well-deserved festive season with your loved ones, and may the rains be generous!  

Wishing you a wonderful Christmas and a fantastic 2026,  

Kind regards,  

Ulf and Mariska 
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Dear clients,                         

The last newsletter of 2025! We hope this year has treated you well, and that 2026 will be even 

better! As tradition goes, we close off with our year-overview. It is not easy to choose, we enjoy 

all our jobs! We have a short note regarding the MTC challenges on Ulf’s farm, and we give an 

update on the Worldwide Vets Golden Star Award. For those still hunting for last-minute 

Christmas gifts: don’t miss Emily Tubbesing’s beautiful calendars, a present that lasts all year 

long!                       Kind regards, the Wildlife Vets Namibia team 

 



 

WHAT A YEAR… THIS WAS 2025! 

  

January At the beginning 

of 2025 we were called 
out for a rhino cow that 

was shot. Against the 
odds, the rhino survived 

and managed to escape 
the scene. The bullet had 

entered behind the right 
ear and exited between 

the ears at front of her 
head, just above the 

brain. The impact of the 
bullet caused extensive 

damage to the temporal 
muscles in the front of her 

face, but she survived. 
After just two treatments, 
she looked much better.  

In April she was seen 
mating, so if all goes well, 

hopefully next year 
around August she will 

give birth. Last July we 
dehorned her, and we 

could hardly see the bullet 

scars anymore! Nature’s 
healing powers are 

amazing!  

 

February Rabies was once again sticking its head out this 

year… In total we vaccinated over 2000 kudu/eland this 
year. We vaccinate from the helicopter, and use drop out 

darts. These darts will fall out by themselves. For every 3-
5 normal darts we like to use a marker dart, which leaves 

an ink stain. This makes it easier to keep track on which 
groups have been vaccinated, and decreases helicopter 

time. 

February Cuatir’s elephants are doing well, check all these calves! © Stephan van Wyk 

March Lovely weather! But we also had to stop working 😉  

April An elephant bull needed to be relocated. We have 

all the specialized elephant equipment that one needs 
to move bulls, and entire breeding herds.  

https://angola-uncharted-safari.com/cuatir-conservation-project/


 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

May Here we are doing a fertility test on a golden 
wildebeest bull. Semen is collected with the use of a 

electro-ejaculator, and immediately examined under the 
microscope. Bull fertility testing is routinely done on stud 

livestock before the animals are sold, ensuring that 
buyers invest in genetically superior breeding bulls with 

proven reproductive capability. However, this procedure 
is seldom performed on wildlife in Namibia, leading to 

unfortunate consequences. Some game farmers have 
unknowingly acquired sterile bulls, resulting in years of 

missed calf crops, which is a significant setback for their 
breeding programs. This bull fortunately showed great 

potential! 

June/July The Namibian Wildlife Veterinary Course was 
well-attended! Can you spot the rhino?! We learned a lot 

from Dr Hansen, an experienced wildlife and 
reproduction vet from South-Africa.  

June Two rhinos escaped in Angola! With our old, but 

trusted and sturdy 1113 Mercedes truck and giraffe/rhino 
field trailer we went on adventure… A cattle trailer was 

converted in Angola to fit a rhino calf in, and we managed to 
get both rhinos back! 

July We did an awesome project with Elephants without 

Borders, where we collared and tagged several animals 
in the beautiful Luengue-Luiana National Park in SE 

Angola. We also did buffalos, a first for Mariska! It was a 
huge privilege to work in this wilderness area! 



 

  

August In August, we dehorned several rhinos at the 

Rhino Momma Project. The procedure is painless, 
much like trimming your fingernails. Yet it remains a 

heartbreaking measure we wish it was not necessary. 
Sadly, the demand for rhino horn persists, placing 

these incredible animals at constant risk. 

Despite the dedicated efforts of MEFT, Jaco Muller, 
Annette and Alex Oelofse and many others, the recent 

CITES CoP rejected Namibia’s proposal to allow the 
legal sale of horn. Still, there is a silver lining: the 

proposal received far greater international support 
than in previous years. This growing recognition 

gives us hope, and should remind us all that we need 
to keep educating others and stand up for practical 

rhino conservation solutions. 

September Oh no… This 

rhino got a tyre stuck 
around both his horns. We 

hoped he would get it off by 
himself, but that did not 

happen and we had to 
intervene. 

October We moved several 

giraffes to a conservancy. 
Not just juveniles, big cows 

and bulls! Check the video 
here. 

November We presented our Animal Crime Scene and Evidence 

Handling Course twice. In this course, we teach farm managers, 
APU and rangers the correct approach to a crime scene, and 

how to correctly handle it’s evidence. Should you be interested in 
this course, feel free to contact us. Here you can find more info 

and download the course outline.   

December We are still linked to Rhino Park Veterinary 

Clinic, where Ulf performs surgeries and assists in 
challenging medical cases. We also use the clinic 

facilities (laboratory, X-ray etc.) for some of our 
complicated wildlife cases. The clinic is extremely well 

equipped and manned by an enthusiastic team of 4 full 
time veterinarians who are all highly dedicated and 

strive to deliver a first world veterinary service. Here 
we had a very tasty Year-End dinner with the entire 

staff. Proud we can still be part of this amazing team! 

 

https://youtu.be/luaLervvBWs?si=h596MiD_2ENaFI8Z
https://wildlifevetsnamibia.com/consultancy
https://vet.com.na/
https://vet.com.na/


 

MTC ISSUES 
Ulf continues to battle with long-standing MTC network issues 

on the farm, and lately the situation seems to have gotten worse. 
We are doing our utmost best to resolve this, but it is not easy 
working against a stubborn network... 

If you cannot get a hold of Ulf by phone, it is definitely not 

because he is ignoring you         Please try calling him via 

WhatsApp or leave a message, and he will get back to you as 
soon as possible. Alternatively, you can contact Mariska (+264 

81 382 8473). Please do note that Mariska is in the Netherlands 
until the 8th of January. 

We apologise for the inconvenience. We know we are probably 

not the only ones dealing with this (if you have tips let us know!), 
but it remains hugely frustrating. Thank you for your 
understanding. 

WORLDWIDE VETS GOLDEN STAR AWARD 
Unfortunately, we did not bring the Worldwide Vets Golden Star Award to Namibia, but we are 
incredibly proud to have been nominated, and for Ulf to have made it to the finals! Thank you so 
much to everyone who voted and showed your support, it truly meant the world to us!  

This year the Award went to Charlotte Maxwell-Jones, founder of the Kabul Small Animal Rescue in 
Afghanistan. A deserving winner who works in an exceptionally challenging environment to care for 
animals in need!  

CALENDARS AVAILABLE! 
Are you looking for a nice last-minute Christmas gift? Or do you need a 
calendar yourself to keep 2026 organized? We are excited to share that 

Emily Tubbesing, Ulf’s daughter, has created her very first calendars! 
As a talented nature artist and photographer, she made two designs:  

                         Wildlife and Nature; breathtaking wildlife and nature photography 

       Abstract; compositions inspired by patterns and textures found in 

nature 

Click here for sneakȤpeek video of the calendars on Emily’s Instagram, 

or send us a message to receive the video via WhatsApp or email. 

The calendars are available at Rhino Park Veterinary Clinic and the 
Zero Waste Store in Windhoek. You can also contact Emily directly via 

her Instagram page emily_tubbesing or via email: 
emily.tubbesing@icloud.com. Alternatively, feel free to contact us.  

Please note, there is limited stock available so don’t wait too long!  

7þĄûó ă÷øĂ ñô þĄā ĂþûĄăøþýˆˌ 

https://www.instagram.com/stories/highlights/18055478909316267/
https://www.instagram.com/emily_tubbesing/
mailto:emily.tubbesing@icloud.com


 

 

 

     Dr Ulf Tubbesing 

 
ulf@wildlifevetsnamibia.com   

 
+264 (0)81 128 0350 

     Mariska Bijsterbosch 

 
mariska@wildlifevetsnamibia.com  

 

+264 (0)81 382 8473 

+31 (0)6 4369 3095 (WhatsApp) 

 Facebook: Wildlife Vets Namibia 

 
Instagram: @wildlife_vets_namibia 

 YouTube: Wildlife Vets Namibia 
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